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Non-technical summary

What is an Integrated Sustainability Appraisal?

An Integrated Sustainability Appraisal (ISA) is being carried out to inform the preparation of
the emerging North Northamptonshire Local Transport Plan (LTP).

ISAis a process that transport authorities such as North Northamptonshire Council undertake
to inform their transport plans and other similar strategic plans. ISA fulfils the statutory re-
quirements for:

- Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA)’

- Discharges the duties for Equalities Impact Assessment (EqlA)
- Health Impact Assessment (HIA)

- Community Safety Assessment (CSA)

- Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA).

Transport authorities use ISA to assess transport plans against a set of sustainability objec-
tives and the baseline developed in consultation with interested parties.

The purpose of the appraisal, through the Local Transport Plan (LTP), is:

- To help identify (and so be in a better position to avoid) negative environmental
and socio-economic effects

- To identify opportunities to improve the quality of the environmental in North North-
amptonshire

- To help increase the prosperity and quality for residents

- It also helps ensure that equalities and health considerations are considered ap-
propriately throughout the development of the plan.

Purpose and content of this ISA Scoping report

ISAis a systematic process by which the emerging LTP is assessed to see how well it meets
above objectives and needs of the area’s current and future population. A Scoping Report
has been prepared as part of the combined Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) and
Sustainability Appraisal (SA), together comprising an Integrated Sustainability Appraisal
(ISA). The ISA procedure is at the heart of the plan-making process and is mandatory for all
local transport authorities to undertake as part of the preparation of its Local Transport Plan.
SEA focusses on the environmental elements of the plan, whilst the SA process is broader,
covering the social, economic, health and habitat impact of the plan, in addition to the envi-
ronmental impacts. Government guidance suggests that SA and SEA requirements can be
met through a single integrated appraisal process?.

The first part of a sustainability appraisal is the Scoping Report. The Scoping Report contains
five steps which constitute the process for producing a Scoping Report, with reference to the
government’s guidance flowchart on production of SAs:



Stage A1 — identifying other relevant plans, programmes and environmental protec-
tions objectives. Policies within the emerging LTP will be influenced by other relevant
international and national legislation. Therefore, the Scoping Report lists relevant
plans and policies, their key objectives and details how future local transport policies
take these objectives into account during the preparation.

Stage A2 — baseline information detailing a range of social, economic and environ-
mental data is obtained from a number of sources. Collectively this data will be used
as the baseline for identifying issues and determining priority objectives for the Local
Transport Plan review.

Stage A3 — use the baseline information to draw out key sustainability issues, and
from these issues identify transport-related problems stemming wholly or partially from
these issues.

Stage A4 — Developing ISA framework of priority objectives and indicators from the
identified issues and problems and against which the compatibility of various policy
options may be appraised as the emerging LTP progresses.

Stage A5 — Consultation on every element of the ISA is fundamental and required by
national regulations. The Scoping Report will be informed through consultation with
statutory bodies and other relevant stakeholders across North Northamptonshire.



What is the Local Transport Plan

North Northamptonshire Council is currently working on producing a Local Transport Plan
which will outline its overarching ambitions for transport in its area and how these will be
achieved between now and the next few years.

The LTP will set strategic transport planning policy for North Northamptonshire over the
next 5 to 10 years. In this context the LTP outlines North Northamptonshire’s medium-term
vision for transport and the policies required to deliver this. The LTP vision and policies will
be used to influence and inform how North Northamptonshire Council manages transport
and the types of schemes we implement and promote.

What is our current position?

Stage A1: Identify relevant policies, plans and programmes

The LTP Baseline report (March 2025) contains detailed explanations of the nature and ap-
plicability of the identified policies, plans and programmes which will influence the develop-
ment of the Local Transport Plan. It breaks these down into those of national application,
regional application and those which are of purely local application. This policy context will
be a summary of the more detailed exposition given in the baseline report.

The national context

e Local Transport Act 2008

e Everybody Active, Every Day (Public Health England, 2014)

e Industrial Strategy (2014)

e Transport Investment Strategy (2017)

e Government’s 25-year Environment Plan (2018)

e Inclusive Transport Strategy (2018)

e Putting Health into Place (NHS, 2019)

e Future of Mobility: Urban Strategy (2019)

e ALifetime of Road Safety (2019)

e Gear Change (2020)

e Cycle Infrastructure Design, Local Transport Note 1/20 (LTN 1/20) (2020)
e Transport Decarbonisation Plan (2021)

e UK Carbon Budget 6 (2021)

e Great British Railways and the Integrated Rail Plan (DfT, 2021)
¢ National Disability Strategy (2021)

e Bus Back Better: National Bus Strategy for England (2022)

e Highway Code (updated 2022)



e Active Travel England (2022)

e Taking Charge: The Electric Vehicle Charging Strategy (2022)
e Zero Emission Vehicle Mandate

e Future of Transport

e Plan for Drivers (2023)

The regional background

e England’s Economic Heartland Transport Strategy (2021)
e England’s Economic Heartland Regional Bus Strategy (2022)
¢ Northamptonshire Road Safety Alliance (NRSA), Strategic Road Safety Plan (2021)

The local background

¢ North Northamptonshire Strategic Plan (2021)

e Local Plans

e North Northamptonshire Economic Prospectus (2021)

e North Northamptonshire Corporate Plan (2025)

e North Northamptonshire Equality Strategy (2021)

e Pollinator Strategy (2022)

e Health and Wellbeing Strategy (2024 - 2029)

e Community Safety Plan (2022)

e Carbon Management Plan (2023)

e Big50: North Northamptonshire Vision (2023)

e Kettering Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan (LCWIP) (2024)

e Corby Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan (LCWIP) (2024)

e Wellingborough and Rushden Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan
(LCWIP) (2025)

e Greenway Strategy (2023)

e Integrated Care Northamptonshire Strategy (2023)

¢ North Northamptonshire Bus Service Improvement Plan (2024)

e Active Communities Strategy (2025)

e Economic Growth Strategy (2025 — 2030)



Stage A2: Collect baseline information

Stage A2 of the ISA process is the collection of data to provide a baseline from which is-
sues and problems may be identified and a sustainability framework against which emerg-
ing policies and proposals may be appraised.

Section 3 of this report summarises baseline position in the areas to be covered by the Inte-
grated Sustainability Appraisal process, the baseline has been established with reference to
the following criteria:

Social baseline

e Population

e Employment

e Health

e Equalities

Age

Disability

Gender re-assignment
Marriage and civil partnerships
Pregnancy and maternity
Race (including colour, nationality or ethnic or national origins)
Religion or belief

Sex

Sexual orientation

Care Leavers

0O O 0O O 0O O o0 O O O

Environmental baseline

e Community Safety

¢ Air quality and climate change

e Cultural heritage and historic landscape and built environment
e Fauna, flora and biodiversity

e Water and soil

Economic baseline
e Economy
Habitats baseline

e FEuropean sites



Stage A3: Identify sustainability issues and problems

The table at section 4 below identifies key issues and problems raised by and stemming
from the baseline data gathered for section 3. The issues are listed with reference to the
headline categories listed above along with an appreciation of the problem(s) potentially
raised by those issues in a transport planning context. These key issues and potential prob-
lems have each been assessed in terms of their significance (issues) and the extent to
which the LTP is likely to be able to influence improvements in terms of these issues (prob-
lems). Each issue has been colour-coded as red (high significance), amber (medium signifi-
cance) or green (low significance). Similarly, the potential problems have been colour-
coded as being of high potential for beneficial influence (red) via amber to green (low poten-
tial influence). The result is to highlight those sustainability areas of high significance upon
which the LTP is most likely to be able to have most substantial impact.

What alternatives have been considered.

Consideration was given to the assessment of the Environmental Impacts of the developing
LTP separately from the wider sustainability issues of the social, economic and well-being
impacts and of the impacts on habitats and biodiversity, as reflected in the distinct legisla-
tion and regulations covering these areas.

The wide-ranging nature of the LTP, however, lends itself more effectively to a wide-ranging
but integrated impact appraisal as envisaged by the Integrated Sustainability Appraisal
(ISA) process

Stage A4: Develop sustainability appraisal framework

The table at section 4 below represents the emergent sustainability framework which seeks
to translate the prioritised key issues and problems identified in section 3 into a workable
objective/indicator framework to facilitate practical, focussed proposals and steps to contrib-
ute towards meeting the council’s wider economic, social and environmental aspirations
within the transport strategy area.

Next steps

Stage A5: Consult on the scope of the Integrated Sustainability Appraisal

This draft Scoping report will be subject to a period of consultation with key stakeholders,
after which relevant comments received will be incorporated into a revised Scoping Report
and republished.

The ISA framework within the scoping report will be used to inform the initial work that is be-
ing carried out on the LTP and this framework will continue to be used and revised as part
of the ongoing sustainability appraisal work the council will be undertaki



1.0 Introduction

1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4

This scoping document relates to an Integrated Sustainability Appraisal (ISA) that in-
corporates the requirement of a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) and
Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) of North Northamptonshire’s emerging LTP.

The SEA/SA process is carried out during the preparation of local plans and spatial
development strategies. Its role is to promote sustainable development by assessing
the extent to which emerging plans will help to achieve relevant environmental, eco-
nomic and social objectives.

SEA is used to describe the application of environmental assessment to plans and
programmes and is mandatory for plans and programmes which are prepared for ag-
riculture, forestry, fisheries, energy, industry, transport, waste or water management,
telecommunications, tourism, town and country planning or land use.

SEA only considers the environmental effects of a plan, whilst ISAs consider a plan’s
wider economic and social effects in addition to its potential environmental impacts,
however, it is obligatory that SAs meet all the requirements of the SEA Regulations.




2.0 Methodology

¢ |dentify other relevant policies, plans, programmes and sustainability objectives

e Establish a baseline description of the current situation in North Northamptonshire
about Social, Environmental and Economic factors and how these are set to evolve
over the life of the plan

¢ Identify sustainability issues and problems

e Establish a sustainability framework.

e |SA Scoping Report consultation

e |SA objectives and assess their suitability for appraising the policy options as the Lo-
cal Transport Review progresses

3.0 Baseline Data

3.1 Social Baseline
3.1.1 Population

3.1.1.1Northamptonshire has a total population of around 363,000 as of 2022. This is an in-
crease of 13.5% on the 2011 figure of 316,900 and is significantly greater rate of in-
crease than that for England as a whole over the same period, of 6.6%. In North
Northamptonshire, 37,400 households are experiencing some form of income depri-
vation, with 11,530 households in fuel poverty3. Parts of North Northamptonshire
towns Corby, Wellingborough and Kettering all fall within the top 20% of the most de-
prived areas in England. Three areas within the council boundaries - Kingswood and
Hazel Leys in Corby, Queensway in Wellingborough and Avondale Grange in Ketter-
ing were identified by the previous Conservative government as 'left behind' areas as
part of its Levelling Up agenda.*

3.1.2 Employment
3.1.2.1The percentage of people aged 16 years and over who were employed (excluding

full-time students) stayed close to 60.4% between the last two censuses (2011 and
2021).°

3.1.2.2 At the 2021 census the proportion of those in employment commuting over 10km
was approximately 42%, with those commuting between 10 and 20km being the sin-
gle most numerous group; see figure 1 below.®
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Distance travelled to work (omitting non-workers
and no fixed workplace)
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Distance travelled to work

Figure 1 Distance travelled to work, 2021

3.1.3 Health

The percentage of people in very good health in North

Northamptonshire increased by 1.6 percentage points

Age-standardised proportion of usual residents by self-reported health,
North Northamptonshire ¥

2011 @ 2021 0%
43.5%
Very good health
45.1%
36.7%
Good health
36.2%
1448
Fair health
13.6%
4.2%
Bad health
4.0%
1.2%
Very bad health
1.1%

Source: Office for National Statistics - 2011 Census and Census 2021

Figure 2 Self-assessed perception of health status, 2011 and 2021
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3.1.3.1 Over the ten years from 2011 to 2021 there has been a modest but generally up-
ward trend in levels of (self-reported) good health across North Northamptonshire,
with 43.5% of people assessing themselves as being in very good health in 2011 and
45.1% in 2021; an increase of 1.6%. This improvement is partially offset by a reduc-
tion of 0.5% of people assessing themselves as being in ‘good health’ and of 0.8%
as being in ‘fair health’®. Finally, an encouraging sign is that those reporting them-
selves as being in bad or very bad health have reduced over that same period by
0.2% and 0.1% respectively. What these figures show is that on the whole, people’s
perception of their own health has remained fairly static since 2011 with a minor per-
ception of improvement. It may be that the 2021 census was too early fully to incor-
porate people’s altered perspective on health post-pandemic.”

3.1.3.2 Figure 3 below illustrates the relationship over time between North Northampton-
shire and England as a whole for a range of health indicators. The grey vertical line
marked as 100 represents the national average for England in those indicators in
2016. The black dots and blue dots represent the performance for North Northamp-
tonshire in each of these categories in 2020 and 2021 respectively. So, it can be
seen, for example, that relative to the whole of England, North Northamptonshire
scores highly in respect of living conditions, access to green space, economic and
working conditions and protective measures. Equally, North Northamptonshire
scores relatively badly in the areas of mortality, personal well-being, crime, access to
services, psychological risk factors, mental health, behavioural risk factors and physi-
cal health conditions.?

3.1.3.3 Although in the areas of economic and working conditions, protective measures, dif-
ficulties in daily life, mortality, personal well-being, behavioural risk factors and physi-
cal health conditions are all getting worse within North Northamptonshire from 2020
to 2021, these figure need to be read with caution due to the onset and escalation of
the COVID-19 pandemic and first lockdown over this same period which is likely to
have distorted the figures making them less reliable than they may have been for
other more typical years.

3.1.3.4 What is more significant are the relatively poor outcomes for North Northampton-
shire when compared with those for England as a whole. Out of 13 indicators of
health outcomes listed, North Northamptonshire exceeds the national average in four
categories whilst performing less well than the national average in eight of the re-
maining nine indicators. Of particular concern is the extent to which North Northamp-
tonshire’s performance in terms of physical health condition outcomes is a noticeable
outlier when compared with the average for the whole of England. See Figure 4, be-
low.?
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Health Index values for each subdomain, Morth Northamptonshire, 2021

1£.j o 2020 value

L
D bution cal a Ty values in 202 2021 value
:] 100
Living conditions e
Access to green space s
Economic and werking conditions %
Protective measures -

Difficulties in daily life L ]

Maortality

Perzonsl well-being

e
a
as
Crime s
Access to ssrvices a
Physiclegical risk factors s
Mental health s
Behavioural risk factors [ ]

Physical health conditions ."
Source: Health Index for England from the Office for National Statistics

Marth Morthamptonshire's best score across all subdomains is 110.7 for health

relating to "living conditions".

"Living conditions" looks at air pollution, household overcrowding, noise

complaints, road safety, and rough slesping.

The second highest scoring subdomain is "access to green space”, while North

Marthamptonshire's worst score is for "physical health conditions”.

to average for England as a whole.

Figure 3 Health outcomes for North Northamptonshire between 2016 and 2020 relative
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Musculoskeletal
conditions L ]
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L
Dizsbetes
L
Dizabiliny
L
Cardiovascular
conditions [ ]
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L
Cancer
L
Mental health conditions
L]

Source: Health Index for England from the Office for National Statistics

Mote: Scores of 80 and 110 are one standard deviation away from 100, the average score

for England in 2015.

Figure 4 Relative health outcomes for North Northamptonshire 2015.

3.1.3.5 The people in our communities face a range of complex and linked health chal-
lenges, such as the increase in people living with chronic and/or long-term illness
linked to our ageing society, and growing health inequalities affecting all age groups.
Deteriorating and poor general health have a variety of implications for transport pol-
icy. Principally, the need to provide adequate public transport options for the elderly
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and the less mobile, patients and visitors to access healthcare facilities is vital. Poor
health can limit travel horizons which can in turn have a detrimental effect on health
outcomes.

3.1.3.6 The health outcomes for North Northamptonshire, as compared with those for Eng-
land as a whole are relatively poor in a wide variety of areas falling one standard de-
viation behind the national average, specifically for all those outcomes listed in Fig-
ure 4 above as being less than 90.

3.1.3.7 Active travel can contribute towards the recommended 150 minutes of physical ac-
tivity for adults each week. Being active has an important role to play in managing
impairments, reducing risk of adverse health conditions, improving fitness and
strength — as well as improving mental health, loneliness, and independence.

3.1.3.8 North Northamptonshire saw an increase following the COVID-19 pandemic of chil-
dren and young people getting at least 60 minutes of exercise and physical activity a
day, up by 7.6% to 48.5%. Meanwhile, the percentage of children and young people
in Northamptonshire in the less active bracket (30 minutes or less a day) had fallen
by 3.8% since 2022 to 28.4% while the national figure was 31.2%."°

3.1.3.9 Just under 1 in 4 (24%) of North Northamptonshire children in reception class were
overweight or obese in 2019/20. Whilst just over a third (34%) of children in Year 6
were overweight or obese in 2019/20. Both of these figures are similar to the aver-
age for England as a whole. 66.4% of adults were overweight or obese in 2020/21.
This is worse than the England average."

3.1.4 Equalities

3.1.4.1 The Equality Act 2010 set out 9 attributes which are to be deemed ‘protected char-
acteristics’ for the purposes of the Act. It is unlawful to discriminate directly or indi-
rectly against anyone because they have one or more of these protected characteris-

tics:
e Age
e Disability

e Gender reassignment

e Marriage and civil partnerships

e Pregnancy and maternity

e Race (including colour, nationality or ethnic or national origins)
e Religion or belief

o Sex

e Sexual orientation

Local policy has also added a further protected characteristic, namely that of care
leaver.
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3.1.5 Age

3.1.5.1 We have an aging population who are more likely to need care now or in the com-
ing years. Between 2011 and 2021 the over 65 population of North Northampton-
shire increased by 30%, a rate 50% higher than the national average and one of
the highest rates of older population increases in the country. In most rural areas
over a quarter of the residents are aged over 65, which is particularly notable in the
east of North Northamptonshire.

3.1.5.2 The average (median) age remained 40 years in line with the English average from
the 2011 to 2021 census years'? Underlying this was a rise in the number of peo-
ple aged 50 to 64 years, which rose by around 11,500 (an increase of 19.1%), and
a decrease in the number of residents aged 4 years and under which fell by around
850 (4.0% decrease). It is projected that by 2029, the number of people in North
Northamptonshire aged 65 to 74 will have increased by 51% and there will be 91%
more people aged 75 to 85."2

3.1.6 Disability

3.1.6.1 North Northamptonshire mirrors the national picture with the proportion of the popu-
lation that are affected by disability. Just over 1 in 10 people (10.5%) were identified
as being disabled and limited a little in 2021, compared with 10.3% in 2011. One in
four households in North Northamptonshire have one person living with a long-term
illness or disability and 7% of households have 2 or more people living with a long-
term iliness or disability. 4.1% of residents provide 19 hours or less of unpaid care a
week, 1.7% of residents providing 20 to 49 hours unpaid care a week and 2.6% of
residents 50 or more hours unpaid care a week'3.

The percentage of people who were identified as being disabled
and limited a lot in North Noerthamptonshire decreased by 1.3

percentage points

Age-standardised proportion of usual residents by long-term health condition or

illness, North Northamptonshire ¥

2011 @2021

8.7%
7.4%

Disabled and limited a lot

103%
Disabled and limited & little
10.5%
81.0%
82.1%

Mot disabled

Source: Office for National Statistics - 2011 Census and Census 2021

Figure 5 Percentage of population of North Northamptonshire identified as disa-
bled 2011 and 2021.
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3.1.7 Gender Reassignment

3.1.7.1 As can be seen from the table at Figure 6 below, although gender reassignment is a
protected characteristic in the Equalities Act 2010, relative to the size of the popula-
tion as a whole, the number of North Northamptonshire residents over 16 who identi-
fied as having a gender differing from that registered at birth at the 2021 census was

635, or just 0.2% of the population.’

3.1.7.2 Relative to many of the other 2010 Act protected characteristics, the number of po-

tentially affected individuals is small.

Gender Identity

Persons

Morth Northamptonshire
Local Authority

count %o

All usual residents aged 16 and over 289,186 100.0
Gender identity the same as sex registered at birth 271,271 93.8
Gender identity different from sex registered at birth but no specific identity given 635 0.2
Trans woman 265 0.1
Trans man 268 0.1
MNon-binary 102 0.0
All other gender identities 87 0.0
Not answered 16,558 5.7

In order to protect against disclosure of personal information, records have been swapped Source: ONS - 2021 Census (TS070)

between different geographic areas and counts perturbed by small amounts. Small counts at the
lowest geographies will be most affected.

Figure 6 Gender identity in North Northamptonshire 2021

3.1.8 Marriage and Civil Partnerships

Legal partnership status
Persons

Neorth Northamptonshire
Local Authority

count %o

All usual residents aged 16 and over 289,180 100.0
Never married and never registered a civil partnership 100,639 34.8
Married or in a registered civil partnership 133,554 46.2
Married 133,102 46.0

In a registered civil partnership 452 0.2
Separated, but still legally married or still legally in a civil partnership 7,747 2.7
Divorced or civil partnership dissolved 20,664 10.2
Widowed or surviving civil partnership partner 17,582 6.1
In order to protect against disclosure of personal information, records have been Source: ONS - 2021 Census (T5002)

swapped between different geographic areas and counts perturbed by small
amounts, Small counts at the lowest geographies will be most affected.

Figure 7 Legal Partnership Status in North Northamptonshire 2021

3.1.8.1 Of the North Northamptonshire residents over the age of 16, 46.2% are married, or
in a registered civil partnership, whereas those who have never been married (or in

a registered civil partnership) plus those who are separated, divorced or widowed

17



account for the remaining 53.8% of the eligible population. Although slightly less
than half the eligible population are currently married or in civil partnerships, if we
add to that the percentage of those who are separated, divorced or widowed, we
can see that marriage is still a preferred option for a majority of adults in North
Northamptonshire.®

3.1.9 Pregnancy and Maternity

3.1.9.1 There were 3,789 babies born in North Northamptonshire in 2021. 2.4% of those
2021 babies had a low birth weight, similar to the national average for England, and
there were 45 infant deaths under one year of age in 2019-21. The infant mortality
rate of 3.9 per 1,000 was the same as the rate for England as a whole.®

3.1.10 Race (including colour, nationality or ethnic or national origins) and Religion
and Belief.

Ethnicity, Identity, Language and Religion

Ethnicity
Persons
MNorth Morthamptonshire
Local Authority
count %
All usual residents 359,523 100.0
Asian, Asian British or Asian Welsh 12,726 3.5
Black, Black British, Black welsh, Caribbaan or African 11,017 3.1
Mixed or Multiple ethnic groups 8,175 2.3
White 324,664 00.3
Other ethnic group 2,941 0.8
In order to protect against disclosure of personal information, Source: ONS - 2021 Census (TS021)

records have been swapped between different geographic areas
and counts perturbed by small amounts. Small counts at the
lowest geographies will be most affected.

Figure 8 Ethnic identity, language and religion in North Northamptonshire 2021
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National identity

Persons

MNorth Morthamptonshire
Local Authority

count %

All usual residents 359,523 100.0
British only identity 188,558 52.4
English only identity 66,852 18.6
English and British only identity 53,767 15.0
Welsh only identity 850 0.3
Welsh and British only identity 419 0.1
Any other combination of only UK identities 6,852 1.9
Non-UK identity only 36,626 10.2
UK identity and non-UK identity 5,489 1.5

In order to protect against disclosure of persona Source: ONS - 2021 Census (T5027)

information, records have been swapped between
different gecgraphic areas and counts perturbed by

small amounts. Small counts at the lowest geographies will be most affected.

Figure9 National identity, in North Northamptonshire 2021

3.1.10.1 From the data in figures 8 and 9 above, it can be seen that at the 2021 census
88.3% of residents in North Northamptonshire had some form of exclusively UK
identity, with a further 1.5% identifying as having both UK and no-UK identity.

3.1.10.2 In terms of ethnicity, some 90.3% of the population at the 2021 census were white.
Data as given are not sufficiently nuanced to say what percentages of the ethnically
white population have non-UK national identities or, conversely non-white residents

who have a UK national identity."”

3.1.10.3 Over 100 languages are spoken in North Northamptonshire. English is spoken as

the main language by 90.6% of people and spoken either well or very well by an

additional 8% of the population.'®

19



3.1.11 Religion

Religion
Persons
Morth Northamptonshire
Local Authonty
count Oa
All usual residents 359,525 100.0
Mo religion 152,998 42.6
Christian 172,329 47.9
Buddhist 1,095 0.3
Hindu 4,540 1.3
Jewish 291 0.1
Muslim 4,373 1.2
Sikh 1,787 0.5
Other religion 1,900 0.5
Mot answered 20,212 5.6
In order to protect Source: OMS - 2021 Census (T5030)

against disclosure of

personal infarmation,

records have been swapped between different geoagraphic areas
and counts perturbed by small amounts. Small counts at the
lowest geographies will be most affected.

Figure 10 Professed religion and belief in North Northamptonshire 2021

3.1.11.1 Fourteen faiths and belief systems are professed by residents of North Northamp
tonshire, including those of no faith. Although still a minority of the population as a

whole, the proportion of residents who profess Christianity is the largest of these 14

groups at 47.9%, with those professing no faith close behind with 42.6%."9
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3.1.1 Sex and Sexual Orientation

Sex
Persons
Morth Morthamptonshire
Local Authonty
count %%
All usual residents 359,522 100.0
Female 182,452 50.7
Male 177,070 4493
In order to protect Source: ONS - 2021 Census (TS008)

against disclosure of

personal information,

records have been swapped between different geographic areas
and counts perturbed by small amounts. Small counts at the
lowest geographies will be most affected.

Figure 11 Population by sex North Northamptonshire 2021

Sexual Orientation
Persons

Morth Morthamptonshire
Local Authorty

count S

All usual residents aged 16 and over 289,186 100.0
Straight or Heterosexual 261,791 90.5
Gay or Lesbian 3,354 1.2
Bisexual 2,918 1.0
Pansexual 225 0.1
Asexual 143 0.0
Queer 17 0.0
All other sexual orientations 455 0.2
Mot answerad 20,282 7.0

In order to protect against disclosure of Source: ONS - 2021 Census (TS079)

personal information, records have been

swapped between different geographic

areas and counts perturbed by small amounts. Small counts at the lowest
geographies will be most affected.

Figure 12 Population by sexual orientation North Northamptonshire 2021
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3.1.12.1 As of the 2021 census, there were slightly more females (50.7%) than males
(49.3%) in North Northamptonshire. Of those residents of 16 years and over,
90.5% identify as heterosexual and a further 7.0% did not answer that question.
This means the proportion of those 20,283 people who declined to answer who
would identify as LGTBQ+ is not known. This is a significant area of uncertainty
when compared with the 7,112 (2.5%) who openly professed as non-heterosexual
identity at the census.?°

3.1.13 Community Safety

3.1.13.1 In the year June 2021 to May 2022 a total of 35,307 crimes were reported in North
Northamptonshire. That is, 100.7 per 1,000 of population, compared with the na-
tional average for England of 94.3 per 1,000.2"

3.1.12.2 Atotal of 7,350 casualties were recorded in North Northamptonshire 2012 to 2023
—including 1,598 killed or serious injury (KSI) casualties. Of the total casualties,
9% injured were using a powered two-wheeler whilst 22% were a pedestrian, pe-
dal cyclist or e-scooter user.??
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Figure 13, Road traffic collisions in North Northamptonshire 2010 — 2023
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3.1.12.3 In 2023, 97 road traffic collisions resulting in serious injury or death occurred on
North Northamptonshire roads, many caused by basic driving errors and excess
speed.

Collisions with suggestions of speed
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Figure 14, Road traffic collisions with suggestions of excessive speed in North North-
amptonshire 2012 — 2022

3.1.13 Care Leavers

3.1.13.1 North Northamptonshire Council has adopted a further, non-statutory, protected
characteristic of care leaver. This recognises the difficulties which face those leav-
ing local authority care particularly in terms of securing suitable housing and jobs.

3.2 Environment Baseline
3.2.1 Air quality and climate change

3.2.1.1 Transport as a whole is now responsible for the largest proportion of total UK green-
house gas emissions (just under 28%) following reductions in emissions from the
electricity generation sector in recent years. Of those transport emissions, road
transport forms 89%, with around 53% from passenger cars.??

23



Other road

transport
3% MNon-road

transport
1%

Total Domestic Transport
GHG Emissions in 2022:
113.2 MtCO2e

Figure 15, UK domestic greenhouse gas emissions by road and non-road transport
modes, 2022

3.2.1.2 The main pollutants of concern in North Northamptonshire, as in most areas of the
UK, are associated with road traffic, in particular Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2) and partic-
ulate matter (PM) at locations close to busy, congested roads where people may
live, work or shop. Vehicle emissions are the main contributing factor, particularly
diesel exhausts.?*

3.2.1.3 Levels of NO2 are monitored through diffusion tubes located at various sites across
North Northamptonshire. In 2022, the council expanded its diffusion tube network to
undertake monitoring at 122 non-automatic (diffusion tube) sites. In 2023, the an-
nual mean NO2 concentrations at all monitoring sites in North Northamptonshire
were below the NO2 annual mean air quality objective of 40ug/m?3and the results of
the monitoring highlight an overall decreasing trend over the past five years. As
such, there are no plans to introduce an Air Quality Management Area (AQMA) in
any of these areas, but further reductions will benefit air quality.?®

3.2.1.4 The levels of CO2 in North Northamptonshire have decreased over the last two dec-
ades. Between 2005 and 2017, CO2 emissions in North Northamptonshire reduced
by 27%. The largest reduction in emissions in the area was 38% in industrial and
commercial sectors (including agriculture), followed by domestic CO2 emissions
which saw a 34% decrease. However, CO2 from transport only saw a 3% reduction.
Locally, transport accounts for 19% of CO2 emissions in the Corby area, 48% in
Kettering, 43% in Wellingborough and 53% East Northamptonshire?®.

3.2.1.5 Levels of Particulate Matter (PM10 and PMz.5) and Sulphur Dioxide (SOz2) are not
currently monitored.

3.2.1.6 A Joint Strategic Needs Assessment was undertaken by the former Northampton-
shire County Council, which concluded that air pollution is estimated to account for
3.9% of the number of years lost due to ill-health, disability or early death (DALY's)
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in Northamptonshire. An estimated £2,569 per person per year is spent on dealing
with NOz2 in the health and social care system. This rises to £7,569 per person per
year for PM.?”

3.2.2 Emissions standards

3.2.2.1 The emission standards for lorries and buses are defined by engine energy output
in g/kWh. This is unlike the emission standards for passenger cars and light com-
mercial vehicles, which are defined by vehicle driving distance in g/km - a general
comparison to passenger cars is therefore not possible.

3.2.2.2 Although North Northamptonshire does not have any designated Air Quality Man-
agement Areas (AQMAs) the encouragement of sustainable transport and the in-
creased use of electric vehicles are seen as important to the achievement of overall
climate change and decarbonisation objectives, as well as for improvements in air
quality through reductions in emissions of Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2) and Particulate
Matter.?®

3.2.3 Noise and Vibration

3.2.3.1 The World Health Organisation identifies environmental noise as the second largest
environmental risk to public health in Western Europe, just after air pollution. Popu-
lations exposed to high noise levels can exhibit stress reactions, sleep-stage
changes, and clinical symptoms like hypertension and cardiovascular diseases. All
of these impacts can contribute to premature mortality.?®

3.2.4 Cultural heritage, historic landscape and built environment

3.2.4.1 The 'Culture, Tourism, and Heritage' Service of the Council is a comprehensive and
intricately linked network encompassing a multitude of departments, each serving a
specific function in realising our overarching vision. This approach ensures the stra-
tegic and sustainable management of North Northamptonshire's cultural and histori-
cal assets. The Culture, Tourism and Heritage Service includes the following areas:

e The Chester House Estate (CHE)

e Corby Heritage Centre

e Cornerstone (Alfred East Art Gallery and Kettering Museum)
¢ Northamptonshire Archaeological Resource Centre (ARC)

¢ North Northamptonshire Council Events

e Discover North Northamptonshire

¢ Local Visitor Economy Partnership

e Destination Nene Valley (DNV)

e The Northamptonshire Greenway Project
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3.24.2

3.24.21

3.24.2.2

3.24.23

3.24.24

3.24.25

3.24.2.6

e Theatre Contracts for the Corby Core Theatre, The Lighthouse Theatre
(Kettering) and The Castle Theatre (Wellingborough).

¢ Visitor Attraction / Park contracts for Stanwick Lakes and Twywell Hills and
Dales

e Cultural, Heritage and Tourism Partnerships

The management of all sectors will now be consolidated under a unified busi-
ness plan, under the oversight of a Head of Service. This cohesive approach
combines the business plan with operations, benefiting from an innovative strat-
egy that optimises revenue generation and expenditure control, including the
efficient sharing of resources across departments. Our primary objective is to
optimise asset utilisation and space allocation, ensuring a varied range of offer-
ings that cater to a diverse audience throughout the year, even during off-peak
seasons.

The comprehensive service portfolio of the Culture, Tourism and Heritage Ser-
vice (CTHS) encompasses both commercial and core components, listed be-
low:

Education and Learning: Our commitment to education and learning extends
across all venues, with programmes designed for schools, colleges, and life-
long learners, fostering a deeper understanding and appreciation of North
Northamptonshire's rich cultural heritage.

Archaeological Stewardship: As stewards of the County's Archaeological De-
positary at the Northamptonshire Archaeological Resource Centre (ARC), the
CTHS manage and safeguard a diverse range of archaeological artefacts,
some dating back thousands of years.

Museums and Art Gallery: Our free-to-enter museums and Art Gallery - the
Chester House Estate, Corby Heritage Centre, Kettering Museum, Wellingbor-
ough Museum, Rushden Museum and Alfred East Art Gallery - serve as reposi-
tories of history and culture. CTHS prioritise preservation and employ state-of-
the-art techniques to protect valuable artifacts and historical records.

Tourism Promotion: The Tourist Information Centre at Rushden Lakes, oper-
ated by Discover Northamptonshire, is a data-driven hub for tourism. It collects
and analyses data on tourism trends and visitor preferences, allowing us to tai-
lor marketing strategies and offers to evolving customer needs.

Commercial Catering: At the Chester House Estate, we will prioritise an au-
thentic culinary experience that showcases locally sourced produce.

Flexible Event Spaces: Our venues are adaptable and multifunctional, serv-
ing as spaces for a wide range of events, from corporate conferences and wed-
dings to art exhibitions and community gatherings. These events contribute to
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the area’s economic growth by attracting visitors and facilitating business activi-
ties.

3.24.2.7 Year-Round Cultural Engagement: Our year-round events programme is di-

verse and inclusive, offering something for everyone. Music and art festivals
celebrate the region's cultural heritage, providing platforms for local talent and
offering immersive experiences. These events serve not only as entertainment
but also as educational opportunities, fostering an appreciation for the region's
cultural heritage and contributing to the service’s economic sustainability.

3.24.2.8 Land Management: free-to-enter country estate at The Chester House Estate

offers educational programmes and guided nature walks providing insights into
the diverse ecosystems of North Northamptonshire.

3.2.4.2.9 Future Capital Projects: In addition to our core initiatives, the CTHS is com-

3.2.5
3.2.5.1

3.2.5.2

mitted to managing several ongoing and upcoming capital projects, enhancing
the region's appeal and infrastructure:

e The North Northamptonshire Greenway project.
e The restoration of the Manor House at Kettering Museum.

Fauna, flora and biodiversity

North Northamptonshire has diverse wildlife with a range of habitats and species of
local, regional, national, and international importance, including several designated
sites of special scientific interest (SSSIs) and one Ramsar site the Upper Nene Val-
ley Gravel Pits. In addition, the natural assets are situated alongside the urban set-
ting, including parks, woodlands, private gardens, and green corridors which are all
important elements for ecological systems to thrive.

However, biodiversity in North Northamptonshire is under severe pressure. Most of
the local countryside consists of arable fields with little biodiversity value. In addi-
tion, North Northamptonshire is a growth area which is expecting a significant rise
in the delivery of homes and employment land, along with the relevant infrastruc-
ture to support the planned growth. Local wildlife is also under threat due to in-
creasing pressure from agricultural intensification and climate change, which are
causing habitats to be reduced, fragmented, or lost.

3.2.6 Water and Soil

3.2.6.1

Flood risk is a significant concern for North Northamptonshire. There has been a
history of flooding in the River Nene catchment area within North Northampton-
shire. Climate change is expected to further exacerbate the current flood risk trends
in the future, creating more significant local vulnerabilities to fluvial flooding from
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more pressure on waterways, in addition to an increased risk of surface water
flooding following periods of heavy rainfall, more intense storms and/or where
wastewater drainage is ineffective. An increase in land area could be at risk of
flooding due to an increase in the intensity of rainfall, particularly in the winter
months.

3.2.6.2 The Anglian River Basin District Draft Flood Management Plan 2021 to 2027 sets

out that around 62,000 people are at risk of flooding from rivers and the sea in the
Nene management catchment. Around 3,800 non-residential properties and ap-
proximately 10% of the agricultural land within the catchment are at risk of flooding
from rivers and the sea. Approximately 56% of Sites of Special Scientific Interest
(SSSIs) and 88% of Ramsar sites are at risk of flooding from rivers and the sea.

The map at Figure 15 below shows the flood risk to property in a 1% annual proba-
bility river flood in the Nene River catchment, considering current flood defences.*

N

A

Figure 16, River Nene Catchment Flood Management Area

3.3 Economic Baseline

3.3.1

The area benefits from its central location and excellent strategic connections and
is perfectly placed to access the UK’s transport network and be the location of
choice for business and residential development. The A14 provides links to the M1,
M6 and A1 as well as the East Coast Ports, while the Midland Main Line provides
connections from Corby, Kettering and Wellingborough to London (with onward Eu-
rostar trains) and north to Leicester, Nottingham and beyond. A range of interna-
tional airports are all within 70 miles of North Northamptonshire.
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Figure 17 Sub-regional strategic transport context

3.3.2 North Northamptonshire’s credentials as a competitive business location are sup-
ported by:

e A strong local labour supply with access to higher level skills, with innova-
tion and collaboration opportunities linked to the universities on the Oxford —
Cambridge Arc).

e A cost competitive location relatively affordable for businesses and resi-
dents.

e A sense of place and identity supported by a strong visitor economy and
heritage offer and a network of settlements each with their own distinct com-
munities.

e A strategic location with good connectivity road, rail and canal connectivity
with major airports giving access to global markets and a location within the
key growth clusters of the Oxford — Cambridge Arc and the Midlands Engine).

e Quality of life — quality of natural environment and access to countryside and
heritage sites.
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Sector Strengths

3.3.3

North Northamptonshire has a strong economy that is underpinned by both existing
established sectors and innovative breakthrough sectors which offer high growth
potential. The area’s strengths in these sectors are supported by a thriving start-up
culture and the presence of major national and global brands, such as Nike,
Weetabix and Greggs:

Logistics
The sector is supported by strong availability and growth potential of ware-
housing space such as Midlands Logistics Park in Corby and sites along the
A14 corridor. Major occupiers such as Tesco, Primark, Sainsbury’s, Amazon
and a number of third-party logistics operators are already located in the
area.
Manufacturing
North Northamptonshire has a long manufacturing tradition and is now home
to a range of innovative and advanced manufacturing sectors and food pro-
duction ranging from household names such as Weetabix to start-up rural
businesses. The area also performs a critical role in the supply chains for
wider industries including those with real growth potential.
Retail & Leisure
The town centres in North Northamptonshire are the focus of retail, leisure
and cultural facilities and provide significant employment. They act as the
heart of their communities and serve the surrounding rural areas, whilst also
offering opportunities for regeneration over the coming years. As shopping
patterns have changed, cultural led regeneration is evolving the way these
centres connect with people in North Northamptonshire, so they continue to
act as the heart of the community. Beyond town centres, the Rushden Lakes
shopping and leisure development brings together the very best in contem-
porary retail, leisure and dining; set beside a 200-acre nature reserve and
lakes with visitors able to enjoy shopping, walking, alfresco dining and a
range of other leisure activities including cycling and canoeing.
Visitor Economy
North Northamptonshire offers iconic landscapes and outdoor activities that
support a growing visitor economy. The area is home to beautiful unspoilt
countryside, historic market towns and attractive villages, together with a
unique collection of historic houses and diverse range of arts festivals and
other cultural events. Particular highlights include the Nene Valley corridor
which provides opportunities for outdoor recreational activities whilst protect-
ing the internationally designated environment and wildlife, Stanwick Lakes
country park and Rockingham Forest and Wicksteed Park in Kettering. Wick-
steed Park remains free to enter and provides a range of leisure and recrea-
tion provision including a playground and rides set within a heritage land-
scape of national significance that extends to 147 Acres. The park operates
30



throughout the year and is a significant employer with up to 500 employees
working during the peak season and contributes to not only the visitor econ-
omy but the wider economic sustainability of the area.

Sector Opportunities and Growth Potential

3.3.4 Renewable and low carbon energy

3.3.5

3.3.6

3.3.7

North Northamptonshire has major potential in terms of renewable energy provi-
sion, notably at Chelveston Renewable Energy Park and Kettering Energy Park
which together provide 750 ha of capacity for de-centralised energy production.
Growth projects across the area give potential for establishing testbeds and main-
streaming technology in support of a circular economy approach. For example,
Electric Corby is seeking to become the UK’s leading community-scale demonstra-
tor location for future low carbon living, working and transportation, with pioneering
Energy+ housing schemes such as Etopia Corby already underway at Priors Hall
Park. Renewable and low carbon energy sits at the heart of proposals for Tresham
Garden Village which will generate at least 80% of its energy requirements on site.

High performance technologies

North Northamptonshire is already well represented across a range of high-perfor-
mance technologies. These include engineering, manufacturing, the application of
lightweight materials and composites, testing, research and design, construction
and electronics. These specialist sectors have significant potential for growth and
scaling up in response to broader industry trends in terms of the future of mobility
and automation.

Life sciences

The area’s proximity to Cambridge and ‘Bio Tech’ cluster proposals in East North-
ants mean there is a significant opportunity for North Northamptonshire to expand
opportunities by offering capacity for growth within the life sciences sector (broadly
defined as the application of biology and technology to health improvement, includ-
ing biopharmaceuticals, medical technology, genomics, diagnostics and digital
health). The presence of world-leading companies such as Pharmaron within North
Northamptonshire underlines the area’s credentials and the scope for further invest-
ment and growth of the life sciences sector locally.

Construction

North Northamptonshire has nationally significant levels of planned growth in terms
of housing, commercial space and an expanded infrastructure network. This pre-
sents opportunities to pioneer innovative methods of construction and trial the appli-
cation of latest technologies as part of major development projects. For example,
new eco homes are being built at Etopia Corby using innovative modern methods
of construction, while the pioneering construction skills training programme is being
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delivered alongside the recent Wellingborough Prison development and will equip
the local workforce with much needed skills. From a national perspective, North
Northamptonshire offers an ideal, central and accessible location for the manufac-
ture of modular buildings for use on development sites across the country.

Strategic Development Opportunities

Sustainable Urban Extensions, New Settlements and Employment Locations
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Figure 18 North Northamptonshire Strategic Development Opportunities

3.4 Habitats baseline

12.6 ha employment land

3 ha employment land

Range of employment opportunities
Range of employment opportunities
Mix of 81, B2 and BS development
6.7 ha B1 land

At least 2,500 jobs

nfa

n/a

Em ment
Range of employment opportunities

Strategic Focus

Mix of B1, B2 and B8 uses

Strategic employment park (mix of B uses)

Gateway business park (mix of B uses)

Mixed B development opportunity on Eurohub

High quality business park (range of flexible B class units)
Mix of high quality B uses

Gateway site comprising mix of B uses

Range of B1 and B2 employment opportunities

High quality linked to
Large scale logistics development

High quality office development
Industrial and warehousing opportunities
Renewable energy technology

3.4.1 ‘European sites’ are protected by the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regula-
tions 2017 (henceforth the Habitats Regulations). An authority must carry out a habi-
tats regulations assessment (HRA) to test if a plan or project proposal could signifi-

cantly harm the designated features of a European site.
3.4.2 Protected European sites are

e Special Areas of Conservation (SACs)
e Special Protection Areas (SPAs)
e Ramsarsites
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Ramsar sites are so-called as they are areas of wetland which have been designated
as being of international importance under the Convention on Wetlands, an interna-
tional treaty signed in Ramsar, Iran, in 1971 under the auspices of UNESCO.

3.4.3 There are no designated SACs or SPAs in North Northamptonshire. There is, how-
ever, a Ramsar site, the Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits (UK11079).3’

Raunds

Nocthampton
AS¥
sass

Figure 19 Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits Ramsar site

3.4.4 The Upper Nene valley Gravel Pits Ramsar site is a chain of mostly disused sand
and gravel pits including open water, reed swamps, marshes, pastures and grass-
lands. The range of habitats and the varied topography of the lagoons regularly pro-
vide valuable resting and feeding conditions for more than 20,000 wintering water-
birds, especially ducks and waders. The site is important for flood control and human
leisure activities such as bird-watching, walking, fishing, sailing, canoeing, water-
skiing, and cycling. Potential threats to the site include urban development, vegeta-
tion succession and invasive plants.
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4.0 Sustainability Issues and Problems and Sustainability Framework

4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5

Stage 4 of the Integrated Sustainability Appraisal methodology, as outlined in the
non-technical summary above, is to develop a ‘sustainability framework’ against
which the compatibility of various policy options may be appraised as the emerging
LTP progresses. This sustainability framework has been developed by initially iden-
tifying key issues arising from the baseline data set out in section 3. These key is-
sues are non-transport related matters derived from the statistical data presented.
From each of these key issues, we have identified one or more ‘potential problem’.

Each potential problem will be a transport-related consequence of the key issue
from which it is derived.

Having identified transport-related problems which derive from the key issues, the
next stage is to propose one or more objective. This being an attempt to articulate a
policy goal by which the LTP might seek to address the problems already identified.
The framework also sets out any existing datasets, data sources or similar indica-
tors which might usefully signpost success in addressing the recognised problems.

The framework sets out a priority scheme for the objectives listed. The final priority
being expressed as a number between 1 (low) and 9 (high). These priorities are de-
rived from multiplying the priority given for each key issue by that for its associated
problem(s), with L=1, M=2 and H=3 in both cases. The key issues are prioritised
according to how significant or impactful those key issues are judged to be in terms
of the council’s corporate core values and Corporate Plan. That is, not just as they
relate to transport, but in over-arching, ‘human’ terms. This estimate of significance
is shown by means of a colour-coded entry in the column following the key issues.
This priority level is based on an appreciation of how many people are potentially
impacted by the issue and the severity of that impact. An issue judged to be of high
significance will be shown with the letter H in a red-shaded box. Those of medium
priority are shown by an M in a yellow-shaded box, and those of least significance
by means of a letter L in a green-shaded box. These priorities should not be taken
to imply any partisan views on the relative value or worth of the affected people, ar-
eas or activities, but should reflect how widespread the impact and how severe its
effect.

The potential problems have also been allocated a priority level. This time, how-
ever, the highest priority has been given to those problems which are judged to be
most susceptible to positive influence by means of measures to be included in the
LTP. This does mean, of course, that some key issues which are of undeniably

high significance may well end up with a lower overall priority if they are not of a na-
ture such that measures to be included in the LTP could have a significant effect on
their improvement or resolution.

34



4.6

4.7

The sustainability framework should develop organically from the issues deriving
from the baseline data. So, the issues have not been arbitrarily chosen but are
based on the best evidence we have regarding the current state of North North-
amptonshire in regard to the various categories of sustainability issues. The further
development of the framework from issues to problems to objectives should, again,
not be arbitrary, but should be demonstrate a logical development from issue to
problem to potential solution (objective).

Finally, the sustainability framework is intended to reflect the relative importance of
sustainability issues as they relate to the local situation in North Northamptonshire.
Clearly, then, other sustainability issues may be of significance regionally or nation-
ally, but not so in North Northamptonshire. So, for example, in some areas of the
country coastal erosion may be a very impactful sustainability issue but would obvi-
ously be of no significance at all in North Northamptonshire.
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CATEGORY

Population

KEY ISSUES

Significant pock-
ets of high levels
of deprivation and
fuel poverty, espe-
cially in towns of
Corby, Kettering
and Wellingbor-
ough

In most rural ar-
eas over a quarter
of the residents
are aged over 65,
which is particu-
larly notable in the
east of North
Northampton-
shire.

POTENTIAL PROB-
LEMS

Reduced mobility and
access to transport
due to affordability is-
sues.

A significant proportion
of the rural community
will be money poor but
time rich.

OBJECTIVE

Seek opportunities to in-
crease options for low-cost
public transport; accessibil-
ity to free and/or subsidised
travel for elderly and disa-
bled people; work with part-
ners to encourage the pro-
vision of dedicated free or
low-cost transport to hospi-
tals and other health ven-
ues.

Through the planning sys-
tem encourage employers
to provide bespoke
transport solutions for their
employees.

Seek opportunities to im-
prove the provision and
connectivity of public
transport in rural areas

Agg.
Prior-

ity

Indicator

Mode share, Active
Lives Survey

Bus level of service
to key destinations
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Employment

Health

High percentage
of residents of
North Northamp-
tonshire commute
further than 10km
to work.

Justunder1in4
(24%) of North
Northamptonshire
children in recep-
tion class were

Rural bus services are
infrequent and inflexi-
ble, meaning they can-
not be relied upon
other than for a small
proportion of regular
and planned journeys.
Use of public transport
usually involves walk-
ing to and from bus
stops at either end of
the journey, which can
be considerable dis-
tances.

Longer commutes are
necessitated by the
distance between pop-
ulation centres in small
towns and the hinter-
land and the areas of
employment. Longer
commuting journeys
exacerbate issues re-
lated to congestion,
emissions and air qual-
ity, climate change and
non-active travel.
Childhood obesity
leads to poorer health
outcomes in later life.
Low levels of activity
amongst school pupils

Work with colleagues in
Taxi Licencing to investigate
the feasibility of using sub-
sidised taxi journeys in cer-
tain circumstances for the
elderly and disabled.

Use the planning system to
foster more and better con-
nectivity between areas of
housing and areas of em-
ployment within North
Northamptonshire, including
motorised traffic, non-mo-
torised (Active Travel) and
public transport.

Look for opportunities to
provide training in cycling,
improve walking and cy-
cling infrastructure, provide
support and raise

LCWIP delivery,
s.106 agreements,
business travel
plans.

Work with Local
Plan colleagues to
influence work/living
proximity policies.

% of schools with a
school travel plan
Modeshift STARS*
SMOTS*
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overweight or
obese in 2019/20.
Whilst just over a
third (34%) of chil-
dren in Year 6
were overweight
or obese in
2019/20. Both of
these figures are
similar to the av-
erage for England
as a whole. 66.4%
of adults were
overweight or
obese in 2020/21.
This is worse than
the England aver-
age.

Levels of activity
and obesity for
adults are worse
than the national
average.

contributes to higher
levels of obesity and
discourage use of ac-
tive travel to and from
school and outside of
school.

Higher levels of obe-
sity lead to worse
health outcomes and
put pressure on health
and social services as
well as poorer quality
of life for individuals.

awareness of the health
benefits of active travel for
the children concerned as
well as positive impacts on
congestion and air quality.
Investigate implementing
school streets to make the
school environment more
conducive to active travel.

Work to increase levels of
active travel, e.g.

Increase awareness
Increase level of cy-
cle parking in town
centres.

Promote the devel-
opment and monitor-
ing of travel plans for
new developments
and business sites
Work with schools to
identify the barriers

Feedback from
Bikeability Pro-
gramme

*see Glossary be-
low.

Monitoring of Travel
Plans
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Equalities

Age

North Northamp-
tonshire Health In-
dex of 99.1%
shows average
health of the pop-
ulation to be
slightly below av-
erage for England
as a whole

Between 2011
and 2021 the over
65 population of
North Northamp-
tonshire increased
by 30%, a rate
50% higher than
the national aver-
age and one of
the highest rates
of older popula-
tion increases in
the country

Rural and semi-rural
nature of much of the
area makes attend-
ance at hospital (Ket-
tering General) ap-
pointments and treat-
ment hubs such as
Nene Park, Irthlingbor-
ough and the Corby
Urgent Care Centre
difficult and expensive
for those without ac-
cess to a car.

A higher proportion of
elderly people means
greater demand for
health and social care.
A disproportionately el-
derly population in an
area exacerbates
these pressures.

Carers for the elderly
have to travel round

to increased active
travel to and from
school

Seek opportunities to in-
crease accessibility of
health care hubs via public
transport and/or active
travel modes, e.g. to
Kettering General Hospital
and treatment hubs such as
Nene Park, Irthlingborough
and the Corby Urgent Care
and Diagnostic Centres.

Look for opportunities to im-
prove access by providing
better, more frequent and
more targeted bus routes,
more accessible buses with
better and more accessible
route and timing information
in particular for older people
to and from healthcare
hubs, shopping, visiting and
leisure facilities.

Look for opportunities for
care givers within the towns

Work with
healthcare providers
Travel Plans

BSIP

LCWIPs

TBD
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Equalities

Disability

Very over-sub-
scribed parking at
Kettering General
Hospital

A little over 10%
of the population
identified as being
disabled.

the clock and so are
unlikely to be able to
use active travel or
public transport.

Although people are
living longer, this often
means that they are
spending longer sub-
ject to mobility difficul-
ties, ill-health and disa-
bility.

Need to be at hospital
at certain time makes
use of scheduled bus
service less attractive.
Immense difficulty of
finding a vacant park-
ing space leads to
people parking illegally,
inconsiderately and/or
missing their appoint-
ments

People with physical
disabilities and/or mo-
bility impairment are
likely to be impacted
more than other
groups of disabled
people when

to consider initiatives to al-
low and encourage their
staff to walk or cycle be-
tween clients.

Look for opportunities to ex-
tend interventions designed
to increase accessibility for
disabled people to those
with age-related health and
mobility issues which may
not otherwise be classified
as disabilities.

Consider feasibility of
providing a park and ride fa-
cility for the hospital, per-
haps with loop route taking
in other destinations.

Seek opportunities to work
with bus operators to im-
prove physical access to
buses for wheelchair users,
mobility scooter users and
those with other disabilities
which affect their mobility.

1

Concessionary fares
info?

Map extent of
wheelchair / mobility
scooter accessible
bus stops / bus
routes.
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considering changes to
public transport.

Visually impaired peo-
ple could benefit from
improved information
delivery at bus stops,
on buses and at rail-
way stations and on
trains.

Seek opportunities to work
with rail operators to im-
prove access to stations,
between platforms and to
trains for wheelchair users,
mobility scooter users and
those with other disabilities
which affect their mobility
Encourage better manage-
ment of pavement parking
by cars and so remove
much of the disadvantage
experienced by those who
use wheelchairs or mobility
scooters to use pavements
and choose walking as an
option with more confi-
dence.

Seek opportunities to in-
crease availability of de-
mand responsive transport
(DRT)

Encourage partner organi-
sations to provide talking
timetables and spoken an-
nouncements of stops and
help to remove some of the
disadvantages affecting vis-
ually impaired people using
buses and trains.

Accessible railway
stations?
Blue badge scheme

TBD

TBD
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Deaf or hard of hearing
people could benefit
from improved infor-
mation at bus stops,
on buses and at rail-
way stations and on
trains.

The presentation of
timetable and route in-
formation for buses is
presented in a format
which is very unwel-
coming and often diffi-
cult to understand.
This provides a barrier
to new and casual bus
use by all but is a par-
ticular barrier to those
people with learning
difficulties or lacking in
confidence.

Vehicles parked wholly
or partially on pave-
ments constitutes sig-
nificant barriers to
those using wheel-
chairs and mobility
scooters.

Bins left on pavements
by residents and/or
emptied bins

Encourage partner organi-
sations to present
information regarding stops
on buses or trains visually.

Work with partners to en-
courage greater bus use by
the provision of more read-
ily understood and targeted
timetable and route infor-
mation.

Consider more rigorous en-
forcement against pave-
ment parking.

Encourage residents to be
mindful of the needs of

TBD

TBD
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Equalities

Gender re-as-
signment

Equalities
Marriage and

civil partner-
ships

Equalities

Pregnancy and
maternity

0.2% of the adult
population of
North Northamp-
tonshire identified
as a gender differ-
ent to that of their
birth at the 2021
census.

As of the 2021
census 46.2% of
eligible adults in
North Northamp-
tonshire are mar-
ried or in civil part-
nerships.

As of 2021 the
rates of babies
born with low birth
weight and of in-
fant deaths is sim-
ilar to the national

L

carelessly left by the
binmen may cause sig-
nificant obstructions to

the blind or partially

sighted and those in
wheelchairs or mobility

scooters.

There is a potential

safety risk and/or per-
ceived safety risk for
trans-people travelling

on public transport.

The development of

the LTP should not
have any impact on

people with regard to

their marital state.

People who are preg-
nant or have a baby of
less than 6 months of
age could benefit from
improvements in bus

rail infrastructure.

other road/pavement users
in placing bins.

Encourage waste collec-
tions operators to raise
awareness amongst their
operatives through training.
Encourage more flexibility
from waste operators in
terms of using bin collection
points which do not obstruct
the highway.

Look for ways to improve
safety and perception of
safety for trans-people on
public transport.

No opportunities which sug-
gest themselves as being
relevant to the production of
a strategic transport plan

Seek opportunities to in-
crease the provision of ade-
quate seating at bus-stops
which would allow pregnant
women to be more

TBD

TBD
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Equalities

Race (includ-
ing colour,

average for Eng-
land.

For the 1.4% of
the residents of
North Northamp-
tonshire who were

Vehicles parked wholly
or partially on pave-
ments constitutes sig-
nificant barriers to
those using pushchairs
and prams

For various reasons,
people from similar
ethnic and nationality
groups tend to be

comfortable whilst waiting
for a bus.

Encourage partner organi-
sations to provide areas at
railway stations where nurs-
ing mothers could feed their
babies could be encour-
aged.

Encourage better manage-
ment of pavement parking
by cars and so remove
much of the disadvantage
experienced by those with
pushchairs to use pave-
ments and allow them to
choose walking as an op-
tion with more confidence.
[See also Equalities — disa-
bility, above].

Consider more rigorous en-
forcement against pave-
ment parking.

Seek opportunities to en-
courage ethnic groups who
tend to be under-repre-
sented amongst bus and

TBD

TBD
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nationality or
ethnic origins)

Equalities

Religion or be-
lief

identified in the
2021 census as
not speaking Eng-
lish well, or at all,
accessing ser-
vices, jobs, edu-
cation etc. is chal-
lenging.

At the 2021 cen-
sus 47.4% of the
population ex-
pressed an adher-
ence to a belief or
religion. This is,
therefore, obvi-
ously a significant
part of the lives of
many people.

more numerous in
some areas rather

than others. Members

of ethnic groups are

more likely to be resi-
dent in towns than in

the countryside.

Access to places of

worship by sustainable

transport

train users and amongst cy-
clists and walkers to em-
brace these opportunities.
There will be opportunities
to collect more data and so
be more informed.

Encourage partner organi-
sations to provide infor-
mation on bus timetables
and routes in languages
other than English at bus
stops in targeted locations.
Look for opportunities to
work with/encourage places
of worship to provide/en-
courage facilities for cy-
cling/walking/wheeling for
their congregations and the
provision of suitably timed
and routed public transport.

TBD

TBD

TBD
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Equalities

Sex

Equalities

Sexual orien-
tation

As we know from
the ruling of the
Supreme Court,

‘Sex’ in the Equal-

ities Act refers to
biological sex. As

100% of the popu-

lation of North
Northamptonshire
have a sex, this is
clearly a signifi-
cant factor in the
life of the commu-
nity as a whole.
There are, how-
ever, no key is-
sues which arise
from the baseline
data for this pro-
tected character-
istic.

At the 2021 cen-
sus 90.5% of
adults in North
Northamptonshire
identified as het-
erosexual, 2.5%
as a sexuality
other than
straight, and 7%
declined to say.

Girls are statistically
less likely to walk or
cycle than boys.

There is a potential
safety risk and/or per-
ceived safety risk for
people travelling on
public transport. based
on their sexual orienta-
tion or perceived sex-
ual orientation.

Seek opportunities to direct TBD
targeted encouragement to

female school children to 9

adopt active travel options.

Look for ways to improve TBD
safety and perception of
safety on public transport.

L 1

46



Equalities

Care experi-
ence

Equalities

General

Community
Safety

Does the proposal
impact someone
who has been in
care differently to
someone who has
not.

All those who fall
within the pro-
tected character-
istics have a legal
right to equal
treatment by pub-
lic authorities.
Ninety-seven road
traffic collisions
resulting in seri-
ous injury or
death occurred on
North Northamp-
tonshire roads in
2023, many
caused by basic

Many care leavers feel
unsafe in the areas in
which they live. Many
care leavers have little
or no experience of
managing money and
don’t have family finan-
cial or other support.

Care leavers may have
little or no experience
of using public
transport.

Any services provided
or facilitated by the
Council should be both
physically and intellec-
tually accessible to all.

As well as the obvious
human impact of these
deaths and serious in-
juries, these collisions
cause delays and con-
gestion which have an
impact on the econ-
omy.

Investigate the feasibility of
extending the current facili-
ties which allow people with
disabilities to qualify for a
bus pass which gives them
free off-peak travel to care
leavers that would help
them to be more mobile and
have access to a wider
range of resources and
support.

Look for opportunities to
provide training to care
leavers in using all forms of
public transport.

Ensure council services are
accessible and inclusive

Work with partners to re-
duce number of people
killed or seriously injured on
North Northamptonshire’s
roads

Consider contribution of in-
frastructure maintenance.
Visibility due to overgrowth;
potholes etc.

TBD

Accessible bus ser-
vices, Community
transport usage?

KSI figures
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Air quality and
climate
change

driving errors and
excess speed.
There is a legally
binding target to
reduce transport
emissions by 78%
from their 1990
levels by 2035.

Transport is the
largest emitter of
in-scope emis-
sions in North
Northampton-
shire, accounting
for 46% of total
area emissions.
Heavy Goods Ve-
hicles (HGVs) are
individually the
highest green-
house gas (GHG)
emitters in the lo-
cal area. Approxi-
mately 2.25 billion
vehicle miles were

Delivering meaningful
improvements in local
air quality is challeng-
ing because many
contributing factors,
such as vehicle tech-
nology, national policy,
and consumer behav-
iour are largely outside
the council’s direct
control.

Carbon emissions and
other greenhouse
gases contribute ad-
versely to climate
change and the well-
publicised adverse so-
cietal impacts which
will increasingly occur
as the average global
temperatures rise.

Promote sustainable Public
Transport and Active Travel
and support low-emission
technologies within the
council’s influence.

To tackle our carbon reduc-
tion commitments there is a
need to reduce the number
of car journeys and encour-
age and facilitate the up-
take of electric vehicles,
which, as of 2024, has been
slow with only 5% of the
area’s total registered vehi-
cle stock classified as elec-
tric.

Over 200 on-street electric
vehicle charging points
have been installed across
North Northamptonshire
with steps being taken to
broaden coverage and

Annual traffic flows
(as reported by
DfT), Nox monitors
Central government
monitoring for 2050
target

TBD
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Cultural herit-
age and his-
toric land-
scape and
built environ-
ment

travelled on the
roads in North
Northamptonshire
in 2023.

Levels of Particu-
late Matter (PM10
and PM2.5) and
Sulphur Dioxide
from are not cur-
rently monitored
in North North-
amptonshire. Na-
tional policy does
however set le-
gally binding limits
for concentrations
of harmful major
pollutants.
Anticipated popu-
lation growth in
the area along
with significant
growth in the built
environment.

Inability to assess full
pollution impact on
public health. No base-
line from which to set
or monitor targets for
improvement.

Land pressure for new
homes, commercial
space, employment lo-
cations and supporting
infrastructure will put
pressure on landscape
and historical environ-
ment with potential

increase the number of
public charging points to
over 500 by 2027. This is in
recognition of the significant
infrastructure roll out that
will be needed to support
residents in transitioning to
electric vehicles over the
coming years.

Begin to monitor levels of
Particulate Matter (PM10
and PM2.5) and Sulphur Di-
oxide.

Safeguard existing heritage
sites via the planning sys-
tem, and look for opportuni-
ties to avoid increasing
pressure through innovative
development solutions and;
land use; e.g. establish

Annual air quality
monitoring and re-
porting of all
transport pollutants,
including PM10 and
PM2.5) and Sulphur
Dioxide.

Have regard to such
issues in spatial
planning, s.106 and
scheme designs.
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Fauna, flora
and biodiver-
sity

Lack of diversity
in agricultural us-
age of land and
heavy develop-
ment burden.

loss or destruction of
areas of archaeologi-
cal and/or landscape
significance.

Biodiversity in North-
amptonshire is under
severe pressure. Mod-
ern agricultural prac-
tices make large areas
of the countryside
poorly adapted for bio-
diversity.

wildlife corridors in highway
verges and hedgerows etc.

Safeguard existing biodiver-
sity via the planning sys-
tem, and look for opportuni-
ties to avoid increasing
pressure through innovative
development solutions and
land use; e.g. establish
wildlife corridors in highway
verges and hedgerows etc.

Greenway, public
rights of way (BWs
and BOATs) and
roads — encourage
biodiversity in
verges and hedge-
rows. Have regard
to invasive species
and timing and im-
pact of vegetation
clearance, during
scheme design/de-
livery and mainte-
nance.
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Water and soil

Severance of bio-
diversity with
roads or other ele-
ments of the built
environment.

Agricultural inten-
sification and cli-
mate change

Climate change is
expected to exac-
erbate existing
flooding vulnera-
bility in the River
Nene catchment
area.

Biodiversity becomes
isolated and green cor-
ridors and stepping
stones don'’t exist, this
will lead to a further
decrease in biodiver-
sity.

Habitats reducing, be-
coming fragmented
and lost.

By 2027 around
62,000 people will be
at risk of flooding in
Nene catchment, as
well as around 3,800
non-residential

M

Encourage the provision of
green/blue corridors that al-
low species to move, these
can be incorporated into de-
sign of any new develop-
ment. The Environment Act
introduces the requirement
for all public bodies to en-
hance and protect the natu-
ral environment.

Have regard to severance
and fragmentation issues
when designing and imple-
menting transport schemes.

Have regard to potential
flooding issues when de-
signing and implementing
transport schemes.

Connection of the
natural environment
through schemes
and enhancement to
improve provision.

Greenway, public
rights of way (BWs
and BOATs) and
roads — encourage
biodiversity in
verges and hedge-
rows. Have regard
to invasive species
and timing and im-
pact of vegetation
clearance, during
scheme design/de-
livery and mainte-
nance.

TBD
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Economy

Northamptonshire
has nationally sig-
nificant levels of
planned growth in
housing, commer-
cial, and infra-
structure network
developments.

Efforts to mitigate
and adapt to cli-
mate change lo-
cally will continue
at pace to enable

properties and 10% of
agricultural land
Approximately 56% of
Sites of Special Scien-
tific Interest (SSSis)
and 88% of Ramsar
sites at risk of flooding.
Growth in housing im-
plies growth in popula-
tion, increasing the
need for local employ-
ment, school place-
ments, access to NHS
facilities, pressure on
transport infrastructure
and on council budg-
ets.

Achieving net zero by
2050 requires signifi-
cant investment in low-
carbon transport infra-
structure, creating high

Through development man-
agement use the s106 pro-
cess and travel planning to
ameliorate the effects of
growth on the transport in-
frastructure of North North-
amptonshire; e,g.

Provide employment
opportunities in close
proximity to new
housing

Design layout of new
developments to fa-
cilitate and encour-
age active travel and
public transport
Provide range of
transport options
contemporaneously
with development.

LTP policies will need to de-
liver a cost-effective, inclu-
sive, and sustainable
transport system that accel-
erates decarbonisation and

Census, Develop-
ment Travel Plans
s.106 agreements
Spatial planning
Travel Planning

Spatial Planning
Travel planning
Modal Shift

Active Travel Infra-
structure

52



Habitats

North Northants to
achieve net zero
by 2050 in line
with the UK gov-
ernment's statu-
tory target.

Is there a risk that
a designated Eu-

ropean Site could
be significantly af-
fected as a result

of the LTP?

upfront costs for local
authorities and busi-
nesses. This poses an
economic challenge in
balancing environmen-
tal goals with afforda-
bility, social equity, and
long-term economic
growth.

Potential damage to
the protected conser-
vation and habitat wet-
land Ramsar site the
Upper Nene Valley
Gravel Pits.

supports North Northamp-
tonshire’s transition to net
zero, while safeguarding af-
fordability and promoting lo-
cal economic growth.

Safeguard existing habitats
via the planning system,
and look for opportunities to
offset increasing pressure
through innovative develop-
ment solutions, land use
and other mitigation
measures

Greenway routing
and construction.
Adjacent and
nearby develop-
ment.
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5.0 Next Steps
5.1 This draft Scoping Report will be subject to a 6-week period of public consultation.

5.2 Following the 6-week period of public consultation a schedule of the responses received will
be added as an appendix to this document. Comments received during the consultation pe-
riod will be considered and, where relevant, the Scoping Report will be revised and repub-
lished to reflect these representations.

5.3 As the council progresses the Local Transport Plan Review, it will be essential that all as-
pects of Sustainability Appraisal work are undertaken alongside the formulation of policy op-
tions.

5.4 The SA Framework within the Scoping Report is being used to inform the initial work that is
being carried out on the LTP, and this framework will continue to be used and revised as part
of the ongoing Sustainability Appraisal work the council will be undertaking.
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Glossary

Term Definition

AQMA Air Quality Management Area

BOAT Byway Open to All Traffic

BSIP Bus Services Improvement Plan

BW Public bridleway

CO2 Carbon dioxide

CTHS Culture, Tourism and heritage Service of North Northampton-
shire Council

DALYs Years lost due to ill-health, disability or early death

European Sites

Special Conservation Areas, Special Protection Areas and
Ramsar sites

g/km Grams per kilometre

g/kWh Grams per kilowatt hour

HRA Habitats Regulations Assessment

ISA Integrated Sustainability Appraisal - a process combining
SEA and SA requirements.

KSI Killed or seriously injured in road traffic accidents

LCWIP Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan

Modeshift STARS An online, membership database of travel plans providing
graded levels of accreditation according to set criteria.

NO, Nitrogen dioxide

PM2~5 and PM10

Particulate matter of diameter 2.5 micrometres and less and
of 10 micrometres and less, respectively

RAMSAR site Protected wetland site on register named after convention
held in city of Ramsar in Iran in 1971

SMOTS Sustainable Travel to Education Strategy (sic)

SEA Strategic Environment Assessment

SO, Sulphur dioxide

SSSi Sight of Special Scientific Interest

S106 Agreement made between landowners, council and develop-
ers during planning process setting out obligations of each
party; i.e. s.106 Town and country Planning Act 1990

pg/m?3 Micrograms per cubic metre
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APPENDIX 1

Sustainability appraisal process

Stage A: Setting the context and objectives, establishing
the baseline and deciding on the scope

1. Identify other relevant policies, plans and programmes,
and sustainability objectives

Collect baseline information

Identify sustainability issues and problems

Develop the sustainability appraisal framework
Consult the consultation bodies on the scope of the
sustainabilitv appraisal report.

G @ N

Local Transport Plan

Stage B: Developing and refining alternatives and as-
sessing effects

1. Test the LTP objectives against the sustainability ap-
praisal framework

2. Develop the LTP options including reasonable alterna-
tives

3. Evaluate the likely effects of the LTP and alternatives

4. Consider ways of mitigating adverse effects and max-
imising beneficial effects

!

Stage C: Prepare the sustainability appraisal report

Stage D: Seek representations on the sustainability ap-
praisal report from consultation bodies and the public.

Stage E: Post adoption reporting and monitoring

1. Prepare and publish post-adoption statement
2. Monitor significant effects of implementing the LTP
3. Respond to adverse effects.

A 4

Stage 1: Establish the context. Baseline report
March 2025

.

Stage 2: Building consensus

Set-up LTP Project governance (project structure
and Members LTP Forum/Reference Group)
Allocate budget and resources

LTP detailed Project plan

Overall engagement and consultation strategy for
the LTP

Finalise and report on baseline report and pro-

A 4

Stage 3: Vision / Strategy development

Define long-term vision linking with various corp /
related plans

Integrated Sustainability Assessment

Various internal/ external workshops with Part-
ners/ key stakeholders and develop Vision and
broad policies / priorities for transport

Identify challenges and opportunities

Y NS P T < SR S SO
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Stage 4: Policy development

Policy generation from Stage 3 into scheme/ pro-
jects

Assess policies using ISA and multi-criteria

Start drafting LTP

Stage 5: Interventions and measures
Identification of measures and initiatives
Evaluation and analysis

Refinement of proposals

Implementation and monitoring framework

A 4

Stage 6: Agreement and adoption of LTP
Production of consultation draft LTP
Formal public consultation on draft LTP
Produce final LTP report

Approval of LTP by Executive
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